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Keys to success

We road test three high quality Morse keys
from Italian manufacturer Begali

INTRODUCTION. Despite amateur licences
no longer reguinng a Morse test, it is guite
refreshing o discover a rew rangs of Morse
keys being produced. | have had my trusty
Vibroplex paddle since 1957 50 1 has ssen
a lot of action over the years. It does begin 1o
show ils age however, although it still works
wery well The lestof Lime s a good test for a
Morse key.

These naw keys from [taly look very
macern by comparison with the Vibroples,
and they look as though they will be around
for a similar period. They ars precision
enginserad and exude luury and style. |
have three lotry, one nomal paddle, ons
iambic paddle and a straight key. Each key
comes well packad and issupplied with a
dust cover and certificate of authenticity,
signed by the manufacturer.

They are manufactursd by Piero Begali,
I2RTF (shown in Photo 1 with his daughter)
in Callatica, taly. Officing Maccanica Begali
has been manufactunng electro-mechanical
precision components since 1960, and his
ling of fine keys and paddles for radio
amateurs is a more moenl addition. They ame
a rzsull of Pigro's desire to create the finest
keys and paddles for his own use.

THE SCULPTURE. Photo 2 illustrates the
Sculpture, an iambic paddle which is the top

PHOTO 2: The Sculplere lambic paddia.
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PHOTO 1: Fiero, I2RTF {who was first censad in
1964 ) with his daughier.

of the range of Begali keys. All fixed parts arz
made from AISI-304 slainless steel,
polished toa miror finish that is claimead to
stay perfect for a lifgtime. Unlike plated
surfaces, you can always remove any
blermishes with fing abrasive compounds
like jewallar's rougs or car polish.

The lightweight alloy arms of this paddle
have a 1:1 leverages ratio and are extremely
short. The fingsr pieces am carved out of a
very light, stiff and rebust carbon fibre
matzarial that providas sxcellent tactile
feedback. The resulting minimal maoving
mass, incombination with high grade
racing bearings, resulls in a rRsponsivensss

and pracision that you appraciate when
keying.

The Sculpture has very fine adjustments,
and gold contacts are standard. A protective
dusl cover is included, A miniature slereo
jack socket on the back connects to the
trarsceiver,

This key weighs just under 3lb (1. 3kg
and this ensures il does not move when
keying.

THE SIMPLEX MOMNO. This is a single lever
key (Photo 3] with a heavy hase, roughly
the same as the Sculpture. The Simplex
Mono has a palladiom or gold plated base
and gold plated components. Micmo-
thrzaded screws are usad for all
adjustments. The pivot uses ball bearings
that arz imbedded in the base, and the
maoving components are made of a light-
waight alloy.

This key uses a novel approach with a
sepmenled laver that provices decoupling of
the two sides and an exceplionally weall
defined neutral position. Infact it looks at
first glance like an iambic paddle. The
conlacts are corrosion resistant and have
apparzntly been tested in salty fog
according to DIN 50025, The key comes
with a prolective dust cover and a spare sst
of paddles which are gasily fitted should it

PHOTO- 3: The Simplax Mono wilh the palladiem basa option.
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be necessary. Thare are solder contacts
undemeath for the conrections, Weight is
moughly the same as the Sculpturs.

THE CAMELBACK. This straight key is
shown in Photod . The camelback shape
for a straight key dates back more than 150
years: Charles Chubbock (in 1 848),
Thormas Hall, and Chester Brothers in New
York produced some of the sarlizst keys
with the charactenistic “hump”. This key
was inspired by the beauly of thal shaps,
although it does not try to rplicate any of
the classical designs. Most old camelback
cdesigns have the hump located before the
pivat Lo shift the mass towards the knob.

The Begali Camelback has avery haavy,
black cast iron base, weighing over 4lb,
which makes it sit rock steady on vour
table. All other parts are gold plated for
corrosion resislance. Precision bearings are
used, A unigue aspect of the design is the
placement of the spring behind and very
close to the pivol. This places most of the
moving mass in front of the spring and
provides for effortlzss keying even at high
speads, Although this key looks the part, it
is anything but old fashioned, and is based
an agenomic and dynamic principles that
are thoroughly modearn,

PERFORMAMCE. | wired all three keys into
rry M3 keyer for my Morss Class to try.
Malcolm, G3FDH, also came over lo give
some practics to the class and he trizd all
thres keys. We found that straight from the
b they all worksa but were not s2tup very
well. Time needs to be spent on any key
when first installing it

| have usad a single lever paddle forso
fong that | could not use the Sculpture very
well, being an iambic padaole. Howsver,
Malcolm used it efficiently enough, as did
one of the class. We did notice that the gaps
wers fairly wids, howsver, causing a
clacking noise, but | later manage to bwer
this with suitable adjustment of the paddle
contacts.

The Simplex Moro performad well, just
like my Vibrople: and | prefered that key.

The paddles of both thess keys ars at just
the right height above the deskand the keys
donot move, anessential requirement.

The Camelhack, weighing in at over 4lb
also stays pul. As with the paddiles, this key
nesded some adjusting and we found that
cleaning the contacts with a pisce of paper

incentive to play at all, 12t alore play well.
However, | do play some gigs at our kcal
concerl hall wheme | gat 1o uss the Steinway
concert grand. This doss inspire me to play
well. Morss keys arethe same. Cheap keys
will not inspire you to produce good Morse,
whereas using a guality key will.

FHOTO 4: The gacaid camakhack straight kay

slid bebwezn them helped, as they had
some dust on them. This would be an ideal
key for a Straight Key Night, or for general
practice on adecent key.

FIMAL COMMENTS. Morse keys and CW
operators can be compared to musical
instruments and musicians. | have heard
children learning to play the piano on an
instrument ablained al the local sale hall,
out of ture, notes missing and so on. Those
children will never play well or even want (o
play well. | have played on such
instruments (unfortunately!} and there is no

| spent some time adjusting all thres
keys and they behaved vary well after that.
The Begali keys are quality products,
They are not cheap, but like a good piano,
they should last a lifztime if looked after
well. Sending good Morse is something to
be proud of and using a quality Morse key
will certainly help you achisve that. Take a
look at waww i 2t com for further getails,
Begali Keys are supplied by:
Martin Lynch & Sons
Outline House, 73 Guildford Road,
Chertsey, Surrey, KT16 9AS
Tel +44 (0) 845 2300 599
Fax +44 (0) 1932 567 222
www.hamradio.co.uk
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